
 

S.P.A.R.K.S. Foundation brings hands-on science lessons to 
School District of Lancaster 

 

 

         
Understanding science at Fulton Elementary School. SPARKS Foundation provides hands-on science learning for all 

third and fourth graders at School District of Lancaster. Friday, October 19, 2018 

 

Third-graders at Fulton Elementary School weren’t just third-graders on Friday. They were electrical 

engineers. 

Working hands-on with professionals from the S.P.A.R.K.S. Foundation, students learned about six 

types of energy, open and closed circuits, and how electricity travels. 

For Ty’Janea Owens, it was much better than learning science from a book. 

“This was actually the funnest science lesson I ever had,” she said. “When we have to write in our 

books, it’s so boring.” 

The day-long program, led by instructors with names like “Galaxy Gray” and “Solar Sarah,” allowed 

students to work collaboratively on various science experiments dealing with light and electricity flow. 

Students also got their own science-themed nicknames — such as Chromium Christopher or 

Kaleidoscope Kira. 

They got to turn on a light using a battery pack, some wires and a lightbulb in addition to playing with 

an “energy stick,” which lights up when someone grips sensors on both ends. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiZ6uDs_pPeAhXH1lkKHf6jCDQQFjAAegQIBxAC&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sparksfoundation.org%2F&usg=AOvVaw1J922TYwbDlF0oZPLSkaaK


 
Sarah Troy works with a class at Fulton Elementary. SPARKS Foundation provides hands-on science 

learning for all third and fourth graders at School District of Lancaster 

 

Students were thrilled to use their own bodies as conductors to illuminate the sticks. Each partner held 

one end of the stick and illuminated it by holding hands, tugging each other’s ears or poking each 

other’s noses. 

“I always wanted to be a scientist, and doing this experiment was a really fun experience,” Aliyana 

Machado, or Asteroid Aliyana, said. 

The program, which costs $46,000 to serve third- and fourth-grade students across School District of 

Lancaster, is funded in part by a $10,000 donation from The Steinman Foundation. 

The Steinman Foundation is a local, independent family foundation funded by the companies, 

including LNP Media Group, that form Steinman Communications. 

Other supporters include UGI and the Lancaster Education Foundation, according to Julie Merrill, 

executive director of the SPARKS Foundation. 

Merrill said offering hands-on science lessons to young kids, particular those who are from low-

income families, is imperative to students’ long-term success. 

“There are so many ripple effects that are important, especially in a school district like this,” she said. 
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